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Change in attitude to persons with intellectual disabilities by childcare students:
Focusing on practical training at support facilities for disabled persons

B IE &
Masanori TONARIYA

Abstract

To assess the change in the attitude to persons with disabilities of students receiving practical training
at a support facility, this study investigated the process of the change in the user image (subjective
impressions) and the effect of practice with children’s learning aids during Childcare Practical Training
I at a facility. Part of the learning process was clarified by an interview survey. The results revealed the
attitudes of students who completed facility training with personal tasks from the “technical perspective,”
“the methodological perspective,” and with regard to “reflection of acquired knowledge / techniques in
training.” The attitude of all the subjects regarding persons with intellectual disabilities changed from a
negative view to a positive view. This occurred from the second day for students showing early change to
the second week for slower students. Their attitude to intellectual disabilities also changed after referring
to and applying the techniques learned at the childcare facility in a mutually connected environment for
both parties (student/patient). Moreover, the possibility was demonstrated that “activities incorporating
children’s learning aids” (practicing behavior within the childcare range) could be effective as an

approach to development that connects the students to users during practical training.

Key words : support facilities for disabled persons, change in attitude to persons with intellectual

disabilities, developmental approach to users
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